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Dairy Farming Terminology
	Cow
	a female breeding cattle beast.

	Calf

	0-8 month cattle beast

	Bobby calf
	an unwanted calf on a dairy farm, sold at 3-4 days old

	Heifer
	young female cattle beast having, or just had her first calf. She has no more than 6 permanent teeth

	Bull

	a male breeding cattle beast

	Steer
	a castrated male cattle beast

	Lactation
	producing milk

	Gestation
	length of pregnancy

	Oestrus
	in heat, the female is sexually active.

	Weaning
	Taking the calf off the mother’s milk and onto a grass diet

	Yearling
	One year old

	Castrated
	removal of the male reproductive organs

	Cull
	animals selected for sale or slaughter because they have undesirable characteristics

	Drying off
	gradually reducing the amount of milk produced until the cow is dry

	Dry cow
	a cow that is not lactating

	Artificial insemination
	placing collected and diluted semen into the reproductive tract

	Herd testing
	taking a sample of milk and testing for volume, fat, protein and somatic cell count

	Hay
	pasture that is cut, baled and stored

	Silage
	pasture that is cut, compacted into a pit and preserved in lactic acid

	Supplementary feed
	extra feed fed to animals when there is not enough pasture.
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