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Artificial Insemination Answers.

1
A farmer can tell when cows are coming on heat because they start bullying or the tail paint 
has been rubbed off or Kmar heat detector has changed colour.

2
When a cow is in heat a farmer has 22 hours to have her artificially inseminated.

3
Standing heat is when a cow will stand to be ridden by other cows or stand to be mated by 
a bull. 

4
A cow will come back in heat in 21 days if she did not get in calf after being artificially 
inseminated.

5
The economic consequence of a cow not getting calf to the first insemination is 3 weeks 
loss of milk because she will calve 3 weeks 
later.

6
A farmer would 

(i) identify the calf by putting an ear tag in its ear. 

(ii)  record the calves number beside the mothers in the herd book or software procrammes 
such as MINDA.

7
Herd testing tests for 
· how much milk the cow produces, 
· the amount of protein and fat in the milk 
· and the somatic cell count which identifies the level of mastitis causing bacteria in the udder.
8 The benefits of herd testing are the farmer can identify

· the highest producing cows to breed to high BW bull and keep the replacements from.

· the lowest producing cows to cull from the herd.

· any cows with a high somatic cell count to treat and or cull.

9 Milk productivity is recorded as milksolids/kg

10 Two advantages of artificial insemination are
· genetically superior sires that have proven genetics can be used to improve herd production.

· new genetics can be introduced from overseas.

· Reduces the need to keep bulls on the farm.

11 Artificial insemination allows farmers to use semen from genetically superior bulls, which can help improve the genetic potential of the herd for higher milk production, which may increase farm productivity and farmer income
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