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Beef Farming Terminology

	Abattoir
	Meat processed here is for domestic use.

	Artificial insemination (AI)
	Placing collected and diluted semen into the reproductive tract.

	Beef Calf
	 Between 0-8 months of age.

	Bull
	A male breeding cattle beast.

	Castrated
	Removal of the male reproductive organs.

	Cow
	A female breeding cattle beast.

	Cull
	Animals selected for sale or slaughter because they have undesirable characteristics.

	Dairy beef
	Surplus bull and heifer calves (not needed for replacements) from a dairy farm.

	Drench
	Chemical given to animals to kill internal parasites.

	Meat processing plant
	Has a license to export meat.

	Friesian beef
	Friesian cross beef calves.

	Gestation
	Length of pregnancy.

	Heifer
	Young female cattle beast having or just had her first calf. She has no more than 6 permanent teeth.

	Lactation
	Producing milk.

	Monogastric
	One stomach.

	Oestrus
	In heat, the female is sexually active.

	Pregnancy test
	Vet tests the cow to find out if she is pregnant. This is usually done through the rectum.

	Prime
	An animal at a saleable weight, an adequate covering of fat required by the market i.e. finished.

	Ruminant
	A mammal that has four parts to its stomach.

	Steer
	A castrated male cattle beast.

	Store
	An animal that has not yet reached a saleable weight or fat covering required by the market.

	Supplementary feed
	Extra feed fed to animals when there is not enough pasture.

	Teaser bull
	Vasectomised bull used to identify cows in heat but are infertile.

	Vaccinate
	Injection given to increase immunity against disease.

	Vasectomised bull
	A vasectomised bull undergoes a surgical procedure to cut and seal the tube that transports semen from the testicles to the penis, making the bull infertile.

	Weaning
	Taking the calf off the mother’s milk and feed on a grass diet.

	Yearling
	One year old animal. 


[image: image2.jpg]lﬂ

A EERA NN
SowtheSeed

AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE ADVISORY TEAM






