[image: ]Intermediate (11 to 12 years old 
– Year 6 to 7)
Social Studies and History
6.1 The Potato’s History and Cultural Impact
Instructions

Materials Needed:
· Internet access or books for research
· Paper and pens for notes and presentations
· Poster boards or presentation software (optional) for visual aids

Setup:
1. Introduce the activity by discussing the origins of the potato in the Andes, South America, and its journey to Europe.
2. Explain how potatoes had significant cultural and historical impacts, including their role in feeding populations, the Irish Potato Famine, and their spread across the world.
3. Allow students to choose aspects of potato history that they are most interested in, such as its introduction to Europe, its importance in global cuisines, or its role in specific events like the Irish Potato Famine.

Activity Instructions:
1. Begin by assigning students or groups to research the origin of the potato in the Andes, its domestication, and how it spread to other parts of the world.
2. Encourage students to research key historical events like the Irish Potato Famine, the role of potatoes in European diets, and how they became a staple food in various cultures.
3. Ask students to focus on the cultural impact of potatoes, including how they influenced global cuisine, agriculture, and economics.
4. Students can take notes on their findings, organise their research, and prepare a presentation that explains the history of the potato and its cultural significance.
5. For added creativity, students can create posters, slideshows, or visual aids to accompany their presentations, highlighting key events and facts.
6. Allow time for each student or group to present their findings to the class.

Safety Note:
· Ensure that students use credible and safe sources for their research, especially when online.
· If students are using any physical props or visual aids, make sure they are handling materials safely.



Learning Outcomes:
· Research & Critical Thinking: Students will learn to gather and evaluate information from various sources, developing their research and critical thinking skills.
· Historical Understanding: Students will gain insight into the historical impact of the potato, particularly its influence on European history, global trade, and agriculture.
· Cultural Awareness: This activity highlights the global significance of the potato, helping students understand its role in different cultures and its widespread importance.
· Presentation Skills: Students will practice public speaking and presenting their findings, enhancing their communication and organisational skills.

Students will gain an appreciation for the potato’s rich history and cultural significance, understanding its impact on both past and present societies.

www.potatoesnz.co.nz
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